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A Tattoo:  Everyone in Middle School 
has one! 

 
A digit al  t at t oo , t hat  is . As  w e ar e educ at ing s t udent s  t hat  have 
been d igit al l y immer sed  sinc e t heir  f ir s t  sonogr am, t hey have 
s t ar t ed  a digit al  t at t oo.  In t he book Digital Native, by Joh n 
Pal f r ey and  Ur s  Gasser , t hey t ake  an in -dept h  l ook a t  t he onl ine  
l ives  of  t eena ge r s  and  t he l egac y t hey ar e l eaving.   
Do y ou  r eal ize t hat  t he aver age  t eena ge r  is  spend ing b et w een 6  
and  7  hou r s  a nigh t  on t he c om pu t er  and  a maj or it y of  t hat  t ime 
has t hem on s oc ial  ne t w or king  sit es  suc h  as  Fac ebook,  MySpac e, 
and  Tw it t er . Dur ing e ver y minu t e of  t hat  t ime t hey ar e c r eat in g a  
d igit al  por t f ol io of  t hemsel ves t hat  w il l  l as t  f or ever . They 
c annot  er ase a pic t ur e or  a po st . It  is  t her e f or ever . Many  t imes 
t eena ge r s  w il l  do ir r at iona l  t h ings  when t heir  emot ions  and  
hor mone s ar e f l uc t uat ing,  l ike  t he ne w est  inv er t ed  r ol l er  
c oa st er  at  Six Fl ags . Ther e have t ake n pic t ur es  of  t hemsel ves  in 
c ompr omis ing s it uat ions  t hat  have l ef t  t hem vul ne r abl e t o no t  
onl y r id ic ul e but  l ega l  pr oc eed ings . These c omment s , pic t ur es , 
or  pos t s  on s oc ial  ne t w o r king  sit es  st ay w it h  t hem, j us t  l ike  an 
ink t at t oo s t ays  w it h  a per son.  Th is  digit al  t at t oo d oe snÕt  go 
aw ay. 
What  mid d l e-sc hool -age d  st udent s  donÕt  r eal ize is  how  t h is  r ash  
dec is ion a f f ec t s  t hem l at er . How  many  t imes dur ing y ou r  
adminis t r at ive t enu r e have you  Ògoogl edÓ an a ppl ic ant ? When d id  
you  st ar t  doing t hat ? Have you  ever  f ou nd  any t h ing ina ppr opr iat e 
t hat  dis qu al if ied  a c and id at e? I bet  t he ans w er  t o t hos e qu est ions  
ar e dif f er ent  t od ay t han t hey w ou l d  have been 5  year s  ago.   
As  adminis t r at or s  w e have t o s pend  t ime and  mone y on b ul l yin g 
pr event ion a nd  c yber  pr edat or  aw ar ene ss, but  we ne ed  t o s pend  
j us t  as  muc h  t ime educ at ing ou r  st af f  and  st udent s  on t he l ega c y 
t hey ar e l eavin g on t he ne t . They ne ed  t o u nd er s t and  how  it  w il l  
af f ec t  t hem no w  and  in t he f ut ur e. We ne ed  t o e nc ou r age  t he 
par ent s  of  ou r  st udent s  t o ge t  inv ol ved  w it h  t he st udent s  in 
t heir  d igit al  l if e and  hel p t o e duc at e and  monit o r  t heir  ac t iv it ies  
in t he c yber  wor l d .  
Jason Johnson, Principal 
Meade Elementary/Middle School 
Meade, KS 
620.873.2671 
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Rocket Time 
 
Many  of  you  may have been f ac ed  w it h  t he same c hal l enge  t hat  we 
w er e her e at  Roy st er  Mid d l e Sc hool ; f ind ing t ime dur ing t he 
sc hool  day f or  r emed iat ion a n d  enr ic hment .  We c al l  ou r  ans w er  
" Roc ke t  Time" .  We wer e abl e t o c ar ve 30  min ut es  ou t  o f  ou r  dail y 
sc hedul e f or  r emed iat ion a nd  enr ic hment . 
Her e is  how  we f ou nd  t he t ime.  Fir s t  we t ook one  minu t e f r om 
eac h  c l ass  per iod .  Eac h  c l ass  per iod  is  now  44  minu t es .  We t hen 
t ook one  minu t e f r o m eac h  l un c h  sh if t .  We have t h r ee l unc h  
sh if t s  so t h is  ga ve us  an add it iona l  3  minu t es .  And  f ina l l y, t he 
r emaind er  of  ou r  t ime c ame f r o m ou r  advis o r y per iod  wh ic h  l ef t  
us  w it h  a 20  minu t e advis o r y per iod  in t he af t er noon.   Making 
t hese sac r if ic es  w as not  easy and  at  t imes ou r  s t af f  bec ame 
d iv id ed .  How ever , what  we end ed  up w it h  in r et ur n w as a 3 0  
minu t e per iod  eac h  day ded ic at ed  t o w or king w it h  st udent s  t h at  
ne ed  ext r a hel p and  r emed iat ion a s  wel l  as  pr ov id ing 
oppor t unit ies  f o r  enr ic hment . 
Th r ou gh  t h is  ne w  sc hedul e we wer e al so a bl e t o pr ov id e eac h  
c ol l abor at ive t eac her  gr ou p one  day eac h  week t ime t o meet  and  
c ol l abor at e.  Our  st udent  hand book h as al so b ec ome a mor e 
impor t ant  t ool  f o r  ou r  s t uden t s .  St af f  may st amp any  par t ic u l ar  
day in a  st udent 's  hand book w h ic h  r equ ir es  t hem t o c o me t o t heir  
c l ass .  St udent s  may al so r equ est  t o b e st amped  t o a t t end  a 
c l ass  of  t heir  c hoic e.  St udent 's  t hat  ar e not  st amped  may at t end  
any  of  t he enr ic hment  ac t iv it ies  of  t heir  c hoic e or  go t o a  s t udy 
hal l  or  t he l ib r ar y t o c at c h  up on t heir  r ead ing.  
Af t er  t h is  f ir s t  year  of  " Roc ke t  Time"  many  of  t he ske pt ic s  ar e 
now  ver y muc h  in f avor  of  w hat  we had  t o giv e up t o make  t h is  
happen a nd  I don' t  know  if  it  is  a dir ec t  r esul t  or  not , but  
pr el imina r y r esul t s  on one  of  ou r  gr ades st at e mat h  assessment s  
show  t hat  ov er  90 % have meet  s t and ar ds  or  abov e!  Ther e ar e 
many  mor e det ail s  t o ou r  " Roc ke t  Time"  t han I  c anÕt  c ov er  in t h is  
shor t  ar t ic l e but  if  you  w ou l d  l ike  t o know  mor e, don' t  hes it at e 
t o c al l . 
Brad Miner, Principal 
Royster Middle School 
Chanute, Kansas 
620.432.2520 
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Setting Goals 
By Jer r y Meier , Pr inc ipa l  

Washburn Rural Middle School 
5620 SW 61st Street 

Topeka, KS 66619 
 

 
A few years ago Jerry Bruch, assistant principal, asked staff if they would like the 
administrative team at Washburn Rural Middle School to set goals for the state 
assessments.  Each student would sit down with an administrator and look over 
the previous year’s state assessment scores and our early warning assessment 
scores.   
 
Washburn Rural uses two early warning assessments that are comparable to 
other districts MAP Tests.  Our early warning assessments (EWA) are a very 
good predictor of success on state assessments.  We divide the total school 
population and sit down with each student individually and set goals.  Obviously, 
no student can set a goal at academic warning or approaches standards.  It also 
gives us a chance to have a short chat with each student.  This is not a small 
task considering Washburn Rural Middle School has 848 students! 
 
Right before testing starts, students are given the goal sheets to them as a 
reminder of their goals.  Does it help?  On Friday, February 26th, we finished our 
7th grade state reading assessments.  At least 20 students at lunch time let our 
assistant principal know they had made their goal in reading and would work 
hard on math.  Our teachers truly believe it is worth the time and effort to talk to 
students about their individual goals.  I know it is not an easy task to talk to every 
student in the building. 
 
Another benefit came from one student that said in the 7 years she had attended 
school this was the first time a principal had talked to her.  With that in mind 
Washburn Rural Middle School will continue our goal efforts. 
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